



This book provides the concepts and vocabulary to understand the need 

to design a robust data management system from the start.


GEORGE BERCZELY ▪ Senior Vice President ▪  McKinsey


I fully appreciate the insights and thought processes on Data and 

Technology considerations, through the use of case studies of real-life projects


EDDIE FOO ▪ Group Chief Financial Officer ▪  CSE Global Limited


Data Unplugged is a fascinating read for anyone looking to

understand more about this exponentially growing domain

JUSTIN BAIRD ▪ Vice President, Head of Innovation, Asia Pacific ▪  DHL
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Understanding Data and Why It Matters

Understanding the concepts of data – its principles, outworking and significance – has 
become more critical than ever as the world grapples with the age of information. The 
implications of data ignorance cannot be overemphasised. In Data Unplugged: 
Understanding Data and Why It Matters, data strategist and technologist Parviz 
Foroughian seeks to inspire readers to keenly explore some of the most fundamental 
concepts of data and its related technologies. He exhorts four foremost reasons for an 
urgent relook at data: rise of Big Data; data morphing into an enterprise asset; data 
universality; and a lack of conceptual appreciation of data in many organisations today. 
Written in a clear, accessible and no-holds-barred style, the book covers a broad 
spectrum of topics: from a brief history of data, evolution of Big Data and development 
of technologies, to data quality and governance, emerging opportunities enabled by the 
Internet-of-Things and the future of data. In addition, it juxtaposes powerful and 
complex concepts – explained in plain language – with practical real-world examples of 
how data is transforming the world and impacting our future. In the end, by leading 
readers to unplug and understand data, the author aspires to kindle organisations to 
move beyond the standard baseline of efficiency and speed, towards nurturing capacity 
and intentionality – to think more deeply about problems, solutions and long-term 
consequences – with data as their quintessential tool and enabler for making better, 
smarter decisions.
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